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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background of Study   
Language is not something that is in vacuum, but language always 
develops in every period. Language development has interested some experts to 
know how human can acquire and produce their language. Human new born must 
acquire their language, without linguistic information, their initial biological 
abilities remain unexploited. According to Chomsky, every human has LAD 
(Language Acquisition Device) when they were born, so they will acquire their 
first language. First language is language that is acquired by people in the first 
time they recognize language. With LAD, they will able to know and use 
language, so they may not learn language specially. That language acquisition is 
always named universal language. 
Paul and Michel stated that human being acquire a sign system which 
bears important relationships to both cognitive and social aspects of their life. 
Based on the explanation above, language is the function of expression of thought 
and communication among people, implemented by organs of phonation or speech 
or a notation using material signs (written). They will express their language that 
they have with producing sounds or signs. They use their language to make 
communication with others.  
Then some research indicated that, both behavioural and neural, there is 
critical or sensitive period for language acquisition. Critical period is the term 
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used in biology to refer to a limited phase in the development of an organism 
during which a particular activity or competency must be acquired if it is to be 
incorporated into the behaviour of that organism (Singleton and Ryan, 2004:32). 
In other hand, critical period is a time to acquire language.  
Eric lenneberg (1967) hypothesized that human language acquisition was 
an example of biologycally constrained learning, and that it was normally 
acquired during a critical period, beginning early in life and ending puberty. The 
time critical period is about beginning two years old until the ages of ten and 
twelve. After this time period he stated language could be acquired only with 
difficulty or by a different learning process. 
The critical period of language acquisition which was initiated by 
Lenneberg (1967) is “children will acquire their language about two until twelve 
years old”. They acquire their mother tongue wherever from the native speaker 
around them. When children have difficulty to acquire their language in this 
period, it can be identified that the children may delay to acquire their language.  
According to Abiyan, the first remarkable ability is small babies. Small 
babies usually produce babbling, crying, vocally and non-vocally. It can be seen 
as sending messages and receiving messages. In the end of first year, children start 
to imitate words and speech sounds and about this time use their first words. That 
will be continued until eight months. In eight months, their vocabularies in terms 
of words have increased and are beginning to use 2 or 3 word utterances (known 
as “telegraphic utterances”). Then, when children are 3 years old, they can 
comprehend an incredible quantity of linguistic input, they chatter nonstop. The 
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last remarkable ability of acquiring first language is school age. Children start to 
internalize increasingly complex structures, expand their vocabulary and sharpen 
their communication skills and they also learn the social functions of their 
language. 
However, not all children can acquire their language as normal as possible. 
There are some cases which show that acquiring first language may be delayed. 
According to Chomsky, it can be said acquiring first language under extreme 
condition. First language acquisition under extreme condition means that children 
cannot acquire their first language because of some factors, thus children cannot 
acquire their first language in their critical period as Lenneberg said. (Wikipedia: 
2015) 
Some nativist had found the cases about first language acquisition of 
children under extreme condition. According to Singleton and Ryan, there are 
some evidences or cases connecting to first language acquisition. There are 
neurological evidence, wild children, deaf-blind children, and language 
acquisition in down syndrome subjects.  
First, neurological evidence is acquiring first language after brain damage 
or brain surgery. This case is usually affects to speech ability. Some children are 
normally able to relearn language when injury or damages speech areas in the 
dominant hemisphere. However, adults may be impossible to relearn language 
although they can.  
Second, wild children are isolated at a critical period of the brain 
development. According to Chomsky, wild children mean children who have 
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grown up unaware of human behaviour and unexposed to language. Their ability 
to learn language became almost impossible. One of example cases of first 
language acquisition under extreme condition is Genie Story. Genie successfully 
acquired some English after puberty, her control over English syntax and 
morphology was limited to only the simplest aspects of language. Others cases 
first language acquisition under extreme condition are Victor, the wild boy of 
Aveyron, found when he was about 11 years old, never learnt to speak, although 
he could understand, and could read a little and Kamala, of Midnapore, found at 
the age of 8, was able to speak a little, and to communicate through sounds. 
Third, language acquisition in down syndrome subjects is a genetic 
disorder with prevalence of approximately 1:600 to 1:700 births. According to 
Spiker & Hopmann, 1997  in Singleton and Ryan, it is strongly associated with 
mental retardation and sually identified at birth and confirmed by the 
identification of karyotype showing trisomy of chromosome. This case or 
evidence usually begins in childhood continuing into adult. This case may be 
against language development of children or adults.  
Finally, deaf-blind children mean children who may suffer from varying 
degrees of hearing and visual impairment. The other famous example of deaf-
blind case is Helen Keller story.  Helen Adams Keller was born a healthy child in 
Tuscumbia, Alabama, on June 27, 1880. Her parents were Kate Adams Keller and 
Colonel Arthur Keller. At the age of 19 months, unknown illness deprived her 
sight and hearing. Then, Helen became deaf and blind as a result of an unknown 
illness, perhaps rubella or scarlet fever. Because of her deafness, she had to lose 
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her communication skill. She could not make communication with others because 
she became dumb too. 
Helen Keller had problem faced to communicate with others. She could 
not say anything to her family and people around her. That was why she became 
feral and unruly. People around her could not receive her attitude like that. People 
around her often thought that her attitude could endanger their life. None could 
stop her unruly attitude. Because of that, Colonel Arthur Keller, Helen‟s father, 
asked favor to Dr. Chisolm. However, Dr. Chisolm could not help him. Then he 
recommended Dr. Alexander Bell to help Colonel Arthur. Dr. Alexander Bell sent 
Annie Sullivan to Keller family as teacher.  
Her family hoped to Annie Sullivan‟s help could control Helen Keller‟s 
attitude. At first, Annie Sullivan wondered that she could teach her easily. 
However, it was opposite with her perception. Helen became more unruly. It was 
not as easy as teaching deaf-blind children like Helen Keller. She had to do 
different strategies to teach language and attitude to Helen Keller.  
The success of Helen Keller acquiring her first language as deaf-blind 
child had interested many people. Helen Adams Keller became the first deaf-blind 
person who entered Radcliffe in the fall of 1900 and received a Bachelor of Arts 
degree cum laude in 1904. 
Helen Keller‟s story had been written by herself on her biography, The 
Story of My Life, published on 1903. Then, this story firstly was adopted by 
Arthur Pann into Movie entitled the Miracle Worker in 1962. Then, this movie 
recycled in new era was directed by Nadia Tass. The Miracle Worker directed by 
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Nadia Tass was released on November 12, 2000 on the Wonderful World of 
Disney in USA. This movie had won Family Television Award and been 
nominated as Best Sound Editing in Golden Reel Award 2001 USA. 
Some nativist had paid attention to how Helen Keller as deaf-blind child 
acquired her first language. They just focused on first language acquisition of 
Helen Keller as deaf-blind child. Helen Keller‟s case had made researcher to pay 
attention to her first language acquisition and how she studied her first language. 
Because of that the researcher is interested to know the first language acquisition 
of Helen Keller as deaf-blind child in The Miracle Worker Movie directed by 
Nadia Tass in 2000. 
B. Limitation of The Problem 
In this research, the researcher will focus on describing first language 
acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind child in The Miracle Worker Movie, 
named Helen Keller, which was directed by Nadia Tass in 2000. 
 
C. Problems Formulation 
Based on the title and background of the study above, the researcher 
formulates the problem statement as follows: 
1. How is language acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind child in The 
Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia Tass in 2000? 
2. How does Helen Keller study her first language? 
 
 
17 
 
 
 
D. The objectives of the Study 
According to the problem statement above, the researcher has some 
objectives of the study as follows: 
1. To know the condition of language acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-
blind child in The Miracle Worker Movie. 
2. To know the effort of Helen Keller studying her first language acquisition. 
 
E. The Benefits of the Study 
1. Theoretical Benefit  
This study will give some contribution as additional information and 
references for those who want to conduct a research in linguistics study, 
especially in psycholinguistic. 
2. Practical Benefit 
This study is expected to contribute the development of linguistic, and 
give some contributions on knowledge about psycholinguistic, especially 
on deaf-blind child. 
 
F. Definition of Key Terms 
1. First Language Acquisition 
First language acquisition is remarkable for the speed with which 
takes place. Long before a children start school, they have become 
extremely sophisticated language-user, operating a system for self- 
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expression and communication that no other creature, or computer, comes 
close to matching (Yule, 2006:149). 
2. Deaf-blind Children 
Deaf-blind children mean children who may suffer from varying 
degrees of hearing and visual impairment. 
3. The Miracle Worker Movie 
The Miracle worker movie is the movie that firstly was adapted by 
Arthur Pann in 1962 derived from the biography of Helen Adams Keller 
which was published 1903. This movie told about the true story of Helen 
Keller in her childhood. Then, this movie recycled in new era was directed 
by Nadia Tass. The Miracle Worker directed by Nadia Tass was released 
on November 12, 2000 on the Wonderful World of Disney in USA. 
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CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
A. First Language Acquisition 
Language is a combinatory system whose rules organize the combination 
of elements (phonemes and words) into linguistics expressions (Bowerman and 
Levinson, 2001). In other word, language is the important tools which can make 
possible to manipulate our thoughts and knowledge in order to communication.  
All of this world, including human being and animal need language to make 
communication. Despite language which is used between human being and animal 
is very different.  
Bowerman and Levinson (2001) also added that language merely 
reflecting the cognitive development which permits and constrains its acquisition, 
language is being thought of as potentially catalytic and transformative of 
cognition. Then, it can be said that human being can capable to formulate and 
understand language underlies almost every activity. They will use language in 
their activities. 
Long before a children start school, they have become extremely 
sophisticated language-user, operating a system for self- expression and 
communication that no other creature, or computer, comes close to matching 
(Yule, 2006:149). In other word, first language is language that is acquired firstly 
by human beings. It may be called as mother tongue. Every human being will 
acquire their first language since they produce language at first time in their 
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environment. This first language usually is acquired by human beings in their first 
environment.  
Based on explanation above, human beings begin acquiring their language 
when they were born. Human newborns must acquire their language without 
linguistic information. Instead their initial biological abilities remain unexpected. 
In other word, children have ability to acquire and produce their language to 
communicate. 
Children language acquisition is one of the most impressive achievement 
of humans, made possible trhough a combination of human capacity for language 
(Bloomer, Griffiths, and Merrison: 2005). Tomasello, in his article, also said that 
children are very smart learner of object names, they seem to learn a lexical 
category from hearing just one object names once. 
Besides that, Mehler and Christoph, cited from Goerge (2006), state that 
language is a species specific aptitude seems to be acquired by selection from a 
set of innate dispositions. It means that language can be acquired in a society 
around us. Their language can develop in the society as communication. As 
communication tools, every human beings must produce their language. Without 
language, they cannot understand the world.  
Human beings will acquire and master their first language in the critical 
period of language acquisition (Lenneberg: 1968). Children will acquire their first 
language from their mother tongue in around them. In this case, they need 
interaction with others in order to bring the general language capacity into 
operation with a particular language. 
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In the critical period of language acquisition, human being needs all of 
broad domain of language which must be mastered, there are phonology, 
vocabulary, semantic, syntax, morphology and pragmatic (Van Tiel: 2016). 
1. Phonology 
Phonology is the study of sound structure in language, which is 
different from the study of sentence structure, or word structure or how 
language change over time (Odden: 2005).  
Marsono (2013) provides speech organs that have role to produce 
sounds, as follows: 
a. Lungs 
b. Trachea 
c. Larynx 
d. Vocal cord 
e. Cricoid 
f. Tyroid 
g. Arythenoids 
h. Wall of pharynx 
i. Epiglottis 
j. Tongue 
k. Uvula 
l. Palate 
m. Alveola/alveolum 
n. Teeth 
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o. Lip 
p. Mouth 
q. Oral and nasal cavity 
2. Vocabulary 
Vocabulary is a set of words with their meaning as a fundamental 
and useful tool for communication and acquiring knowledge in a 
language (Hatch and Brown, 1995). Vygotsky  (1987) states that a 
word is amicrocosm of human consciousness. According to Barska 
(2006), vocabulary is an important part of language learning and 
teaching. 
3. Semantic 
Every language has two systems, one of sounds and the other of 
meanings ( Wardhough : 1974). Various system of sound and meaning 
are chose and used to extend information and idea in communication 
(Giyoto: 2013).  
According to Kearns (2002), semantic deals with the literal 
meaning of wods and the meaning of the way they are combined which 
takes together from the core of meaning or starting point from which 
the whole meaning of a particular utterance in constructed. Parera 
(2004) also provides theories of meaning and kinds of meaning from 
John in his book, as follows: 
a. The referential (denotational) theory is the meaning of 
expression is what it refers to (denotes) or stands for. 
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b. The ideational or mentalistic theory is the meaning of 
expression is idea, or concept, associated with it in the mind 
anyone who knows and understand the expression. 
c. The behaviourist theory is the meaning of an expression is 
either the stimulus that evokes it or the response that it evokes, 
or a combination of both, on particular occasions of utterance. 
d. The meaning-is-use theory is the expression of meaning is 
determined by, if not identical with, its use in the language. 
e. The verificationist theory is the meaning of an expression, if it 
has one, is determined by the verifiability of the sentences, or 
propositions, containing it. 
f. The truth-conditional theory is the meaning of an expression is 
its contribution to the truth-condition of the sentences 
containing it. 
4. Syntax 
Syntax is defined as the structure of sentences, clauses and phrases 
(Bloomer, griffth, Patrick and Merison). Carnie (2002) explains that 
the structure is through a set of formal grammatical rules, these rules 
are thought to generate the sentences of language. 
Morley (2000) provides syntax in functional grammar into some 
aspects, as follow: 
a. Word 
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Word is traditionally allocated to one of the following rang of 
word classes: noun, pronoun, article, verb, adjective, adverb, 
preposition, conjunction and interjection. 
b. Phrase 
Phrase is regarded as a grouping of one  or more words which 
focus around headword element and which together perform the 
grammatical role which in other circumstance could be 
expressed by a single word. 
 
c. Clause  
Clause is to express a single idea or proposition; this may 
involve giving or seeking information. 
d. Sentence 
Sentence is how we get at expressing abstract thought process. 
5. Morphology 
Morphology is the study of the structure and content of word forms 
(Wikipedia: 2016). It analyzes the structure of words and parts of 
words, such as stems, root words, prefixes, and suffixes. Morphology 
also looks at parts of speech, intonation and stress, and the ways 
context can change a word's pronunciation and meaning. 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morphology/linguistics). 
6. Pragmatic 
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According to Liu, pragmatics studies how people comprehend and 
produce a communicative act or speech act in a concrete speech 
situation which is usually a conversation. Besides Belinda Hill and 
Associates Speech Pathologist (2008), pragmatic refers to the social 
language skills we use in our daily interaction with others. They 
include what we say, how we say it, our body language and whether it 
is appropriate to the given situation. 
Horn and Ward (2004) had provided domain of pragmatics: 
a. Implicature  
b. Presupposition 
c. Speech act 
d. Reference 
e. Deixis 
f. Definiteness and indifiniteness 
Those are the components of language that must be mastered by human 
being in communication.  
According to Goerge Yule (2006), children will acquire their first 
language in some stages. These are stages in first language acquisition: 
a. Cooing and Babbling 
Cooing is described as speech-like sounds. It cannot be called as 
word, because it is just sounds which are produced by infants in the 
first-few months. In this time, infants will be able to produce 
sequences of vowel sounds, particularly high vowels similar to [i] and 
26 
 
 
 
[u]. Then, in four months age, their developing language ability creates 
sounds similar to the velar consonants [k] and [g]. According to speech 
perception studies have shown that in five months old, infants can 
already hear the different between the vowel [i] and [a] and 
discriminate between syllables like [ba] and [ga]. 
In nine to ten months infants will be able to produce sounds like ba-ba-
ba and ga-ga-ga. This type of sounds production is called babbling. In 
this stage, infants have been capable to combine vowel sounds and 
consonant sounds. 
 
b. The one-word stage 
In this stage, children begin to produce a variety of recognizable 
single unit utterance. In twelve until eighteen months, children are able 
to produce one word that usually they have heard. Then, they try to 
utter the word that they have heard. The words are usually uttered by 
them like milk, cookie, etc. 
c. The two-word stage 
This stage begins around eighteen until twenty months. Children 
will acquire language beyond fifty words. By the time children are two 
years old, they begin produce a variety of combinations, such as baby 
chair, mommy eat, cat bad. With that utterance, adult will have 
interpretation about that utterance which have been uttered.  
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For example baby chair, it may be taken as expression of possession 
which means this is baby’s chair, as a request which means put baby in 
the chair, or as a statement which means baby is on the chair. 
d. Telegraphic speech 
The children have developed some sentence-building capacity in 
this stage. It will occur when children are in two until two and a half 
years old. They begin to produce a large number of utterances that 
could be classified as multiple-word speech.  
By this time, the children‟s vocabulary is expanding rapidly and 
the children are initiating more talk while increased physical activity 
includes running and jumping. Then, in age of three, the vocabulary 
has grown to hundreds of words and the pronunciation become closer 
with adult language.  
In this stage, developing morphology of children language 
acquisition has formed, including the grammatical function of nouns 
and verbs used. The first to appear is usually gerund form in 
expressions, such as cat sitting and mommy reading book. By the time 
of age, developing morphology of children language acquisition will 
develop more. 
e. Developing syntax 
Developing syntax will be formed when children are young. In 
the studies of syntactic structures used by young children, the 
children‟s speech production is imitation of adult language. It is like 
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this example, child asks an adult to repeat what child hears. Child 
listen to an adult saying forms “the owl who eats candy runs fast, then 
child will repeat what child listen as “owl eat candy and he run fast”. It 
can be indicated that the child can understand what the adult is saying. 
Child just has her own way of expressing it. 
f. Forming questions 
There are three stages of forming questions in children language 
acquisition. There are: 
1. First stage has two procedures. Simply add a Wh-form (where 
and who) to beginning of expression or utter the expression 
with a rise in intonation towards the end, as these examples: 
Where kitty?  Doggie? 
Where horse go?  Sit chair? 
2. Second stage is more complex expressions can be formed, but 
rising intonation strategy continues to be used. It is noticeable 
that more Wh-forms come into use. For example: 
What book name?  You want to eat? 
Why you smiling?  See my doggie? 
3. Third stage is the required inversion of subject and verb in 
English questions appears, but the Wh-questions do not 
always undergo the required inversion. In fact, children 
beginning school in their fifth year may still prefer to form 
Wh-questions without the type of inversion found in adult 
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speech. Apart from the occasional lack of inversion and 
continuing trouble with the morphology of verbs. In this 
stage, the questions generally are quite close to adult model. 
For example: 
Can I have a piece?  Did I caught it? 
Will you help me?  How that opened? 
g. Forming Negative 
In forming negative, children will understand about the negative 
form of sentences. There are some stages to children understanding 
negative form.  
1. The first stage, children need to involve a strategy of putting 
no or not at the beginning. For example:  
not a teddy bear  no fall  no sit there 
2. The second stage, children begin to use additional forms don’t 
and can’t appear, and with no and not, are increasingly used 
in front of the verb rather than at the beginning of the 
sentence. For example: 
He no bite you  I don’t want it 
That not mommy  You can’t dance 
3. The third stage, children begin acquire the incorporation of 
other auxiliary forms such as didn’t and won’t, while the 
typical stage 1 forms will disappear. Then, the negative form 
isn’t will be late to be acquired by children. 
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h. Developing semantics 
The semantic development in children‟s use of words is usually a 
process of overextension initially, followed by a gradual process of 
narrowing down the application of each term as more words are 
learned. One interesting feature of young children‟s semantics is the 
way certain lexical relations are treated. In terms of hyponymy, the 
children will almost always use the middle level term in hyponymous 
set, such as animal dog-poodle. It would seem more logical to learn the 
most general term (animal), but all evidence indicates that children 
first use dog with an overextended meaning close to the meaning of 
animal. In developing semantics, antonymous relations are acquired 
fairly late. It will be acquired after the age of five (Yule: 2006). 
Despite the fact that children still acquire their native or first language 
through the later years of childhood, they still need more knowledge about 
language. It can be said that by the age of five, children has completed the basic of 
language. Then, children in the later years may acquire their second language 
from environment or school. 
However, in acquiring her  first language acquisition, children may have 
some problem. Sometimes children cannot comprehend some languages. This 
case of language acquisition can be called as silent period. Silent period is a 
period, usually at very beginning of language acquisition during which children 
does not attempt to speak (Polyglossic : 2012). It means that during acquiring first 
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language children may face some problem to comprehend the language that they 
has acquired. 
It may be possible for normal children can acquire and master their first or 
native language in those stages. However, there are children with disability who 
cannot acquire their first or native language as normal children do. There are some 
causes that make acquiring first language may be blocked. 
The age most frequently posited as the upper limit of critical period is the 
early teens as Lenneberg said. It is important to remember that the end point of 
critical period is as much matter at empirical issue as is the very existence of a 
critical period (Singleton and Riyan, 2004). There are some evidences which have 
been discussed in connection with the notion of end critical period of first 
language acquisition. 
Singleton and Riyan explored (2004:40) some evidences connecting the 
notion of end critical period of first language acquisition. Some evidences as 
follow: 
1. Neurological Evidence 
There has been considerable interest in evidence from neurology and 
its implications for the existence or otherwise of critical period for 
language acquisition (Singleton and Riyan, 2004). As long we know that 
children‟s brain is different with adult‟s brain.  
The category of this evidence is the evidence of first language 
acquisition on the recovery of speech after brain damage or brain surgery 
(Singleton and Riyan, 2004). The ability of the human organism at 
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different maturational removed area to a still subsistent and healthy area 
has been taken for granted for more than a century two hemispheres of 
brain which is divided are not equally involved in serving language 
functions.  
Injury or damage on hemisphere has different long-term effects on 
the language of the person concerned, depending on the age at which the 
lesion or operation takes place. Some children are normally able to re-
learn language when injury or disease damages speech areas in the 
dominant hemisphere, whereas speech recovery in adults is much 
problematic. It can be seen that language acquisition of children and adult 
after injury is different. The speech mechanism of children is frequently 
transferred with complete success from injures dominant hemisphere to the 
healthy minor hemisphere. That case does not occur to adults. This case 
has similar line to critical period hypothesized of first language acquisition 
from Lenneberg (1968).  
Such a position is obviously very far from one that interprets the 
neurological evidence as directly and unequivocally supporting the idea of 
critical age limit specifically for language acquisition. One can indeed 
pose the question whether evidence concerning compensation for damage 
to normal speech centres tells us anything about putative maturational 
constraints on language acquisition where these centres are entirely 
unimpaired (Singleton and Riyan, 2004). 
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2. Deaf-Blind 
Deaf blindness is simultaneous hearing and visual impairments. It 
can also be said that deaf-blindness refers to a totally to see or hear 
(Wikipedia). However, not all of deaf-blindness cannot see or hear totally. 
According to Singleton and Riyan  (2004), children who are deaf and blind 
have some causes and levels of hearing and visual impairments. It means 
that although their first language acquisition may be blocked, they can still 
acquire their first language to make communication. 
It can be said that children who are deaf-blind usually miss 
information that would normally be received by the distance senses of 
vision and hearing use. Distance senses allow individuals to take in 
information immediately and are the primary channels through which most 
people collect information. Children who are deaf-blind may receive 
distorted or incomplete information from their senses because of their 
sensory loss. 
Due to the loss of information from distant senses, children who are 
deaf- blind receive information that usually results in delays and 
difficulties in concept development and skill development. The 
development of these areas is further hampered by the lack of incidental 
learning that occurs from vision loss (Singleton and Riyan, 2004). 
Children with deaf-blindness will need much time to understand and 
learn language concept. Their mobility and motor skills development often 
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delay. Their communication development usually delays and the 
disabilities of acquiring language occur. 
According to National Center of on Deaf-Blindness (NCDB) (2008), 
some causes of deaf-blindness as follows: 
a. Syndromes  
1. Down 
2. Trisomy 13 
3. Usher 
b. Multiple Congenital Anomalies  
1. CHARGE Association 
2. Fetal alcohol syndrome 
3. Hydrocephaly 
4. Maternal drug abuse 
5. Microcephaly 
c. Prematurity 
Congenital Prenatal Dysfunction  
1. AIDS 
2. Herpes 
3. Rubella 
4. Syphilis 
5. Toxoplasmosis 
d. Post-natal Causes  
1. Asphyxia 
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2. Encephalitis 
3. Head injury/trauma 
4. Meningitis 
5. Stroke 
It seems almost impossible to imagine how these children make 
contact with the objects, activities, qualities, and relations, being spoken 
about by their interlocutors but which they can neither see nor hear. 
a. Hearing Impairment 
Children with hearing impairment experience malfunction of their 
ear to get the information in their communication (Ormroad: 2008). They 
will face some difficulties when they hear sound around them. Although 
they can be helped by instrument to hear, they still have difficulties in their 
communication. 
Kauffman (1978) also added that children who cannot hear sounds at 
or above a certain intensity level are classified as “deaf”, others with a 
hearing impairment are considered “hard-hearing”. As that explanation, 
there are differences between deaf and hearing impairment. Deaf person is 
one whose hearing disability precludes successful processing of linguistics 
information through audition, which or without a hearing aid, besides hard 
hearing person has residual hearing sufficient to enable successful 
processing of linguistic information (Kauffman: 1997). 
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According to Slavin (2009), children with hearing impairment need 
hearing aid, or non-verbal communication or sign for deaf children to help 
them in their communication. 
b. Visual Impairment children 
Hallan and Kauffman (1994) state that there are two definitions of 
visual impairment: those are based on legal and educational. Legal definition 
depends on the measurement of visual acuity and field of vision. A person 
who is legally blind has visual acuity of 20/200 or less in better eye, even 
with correction, or has very narrow (less than 20 degrees) field of vision. 
Educators, however, prefer to define blindness according to how well the 
person functions, especially in reading. According to Harley (1973) blindness 
indicates the need to read Braille or use oral methods. 
There are two kinds of visual impairment, those are: 
1) Low vision: visual activity between 20/70 and 20/200 in the better eye 
after correction.  
2) Blindness: visual Activity at 20/200 or less in the better eye with 
correction or visual activity of more than 20/200 if the widest diameter of 
the field of vision subtends an angle of the field of vision subtends an 
angle no greater than 20 degrees. 
So, based in the definition above the writer concludes that there are two 
kinds of visual impairment that are low visions and blindness. Their 
difference is on the visual acuity. 
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Every deaf-blind children have different causes and levels of their combined 
vision and hearing impairments. That makes in every communication, they have 
different ways or methods making communication. There are some methods 
which are described by American Association of Deaf-Blind (2009), as follow: 
 
1. Speechreading 
a. Tadoma 
To perceive speech at all, the deaf-blind must place their fingers 
strategically at the mouth and throat of the speaker, picking up the 
dynamic movements of the mouth and jaw, the timing and intensity of 
vocal cord vibration, and release of air; the overall method is called 
Tadoma).  From this information, differing radically in kind and 
quality from the continuously varying speech wave, the deaf-blind 
recover the same ornate system of structured facts as do hearing 
learners: for instance, that English has fundamental units including t, p, 
and a; that these combine into tap, apt, and pat, but not (in principle) 
tpa, and that these larger units are categorized into classes distributed 
differently in the sequences that make up sentences. 
This is a way for deaf-blind people with little or no usable vision 
to speechread another person by touch. They put their thumb on the 
other person‟s chin, and their fingers on the other person‟s cheek to 
feel the vibrations of the person‟s voice and the movement of their lips. 
This method is rarely used nowadays. 
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Other deaf or hard of hearing people with usable vision uses 
speech reading as well as their residual vision and hearing. They may 
use hearing aids, cochlear implants and/or assistive listening devices to 
help them hear and understand other people better.  
2. Sign Languages 
Some deaf or hard of hearing people with low vision use American 
Sign Language or an English-based sign language. In some cases, people 
may need to sign or fingerspell more slowly than usual so the person with 
limited vision can see signs more clearly. Sometimes the person with low 
vision can see the signs better if the signer wears a shirt that contrasts with 
his or her skin color (Wikipedia, 2016). 
Some deaf-blind people with restricted peripheral vision may prefer 
the signer to sign in a very small space, usually at chest level. Some signs 
located at waist level may need to be adapted, for example signing “belt” 
at chest level rather than at waist level. There are some types of sign 
language which are described by American Association of Deaf-Blind 
(2009):  
a. Fingerspelling 
Fingerspelling is the representation of the letters or writing 
system, and sometimes numeral systems, using only the hands 
(Wikipedia, 2016). In deaf education, this sign has been often used. So, 
it may bridge deaf person to communicate with others.  
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Fingerspelling may be used to represent words from an oral 
language which have no sign equivalent, or for emphasis, clarification, 
or when teaching or learning a sign language. In every state has 
different sign and purpose on using fingerspelling. In American Sign 
Language, more lexical items are fingerspelled in casual conversation 
than in formal or narrative signing. Different sign language speech 
communities use fingerspelling to a greater or lesser degree (American 
Association of Deaf-Blind: 2009). 
In standard British Sign Language (BSL), fingerspelling is often 
rapid so that the individual letters become difficult to distinguish, and 
the word is grasped from the overall hand movement. Most of the 
letters of the BSL alphabet are produced with two hands, but when one 
hand is occupied, the dominant hand may fingerspell onto an 
"imaginary" subordinate hand, and the word can be recognised by the 
movement. As with written words, the first and last letters and the 
length of the word are the most significant factors for recognition. 
(Wikipedia, 2016) 
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b. The Deaf Blind Manual 
According to Huebner, Nelsen & Bietz (1995), the Deaf blind 
Manual Alphabet is the best way to communicate with someone who is 
deaf-blind. The Deaf blind Manual Alphabet is a method of spelling 
out words onto a deaf-blind person's hand. Each letter is denoted by a 
particular sign or place on the hand of the learner who is deaf-blind. It 
is also known as finger-spelling. One can learn it quickly by doing the 
following: Stick out your index finger (that's the one next to your 
thumb) on your right hand. Fold your other fingers out of the way. 
Think of this finger as your pen. You are going to use it to write - not 
on paper, but on your friends left hand who is deaf-blind which they 
will hold out for you. First learn the vowels. They're easy. Just 
remember the order A,E,I,O,U. For A, touch the tip of your friend's 
thumb. For E, Touch the tip of the index finger. For I, is the middle 
finger. For O, is the ring finger. For U, is the little finger. For YES, 
Just tap twice on your friend's palm. For NO, (or cancelling what you 
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just said) do a rubbing out movement on your friend's palm. For A, 
touch the tip of your friend's thumb. For B, bunch the tips of your 
fingers and place them on your friend‟s palm. For C, use your index 
finger to make a circular movement that starts on the inside of your 
friend's thumb and ends at the top of his or her index finger. For D, 
form a D shape using your thumb and index finger and placing it on 
your friend's index finger. For E, touch the tip of the index finger. For 
F, form an F shape using your first two fingers together, place across 
your friend's index finger. For G, clench your fist and place it on your 
friend's palm, little finger downside. 
For H, lay your open hand across your friend's palm and move it 
over the fingers and off the hand. For I, is the middle finger. For J, 
touch the tip of your friend's middle finger and draw your finger down 
to the palm and up the thumb. (Think of this as the letter I with a 
tail).For K, bend your index finger and lay the top half of it against 
your friend's index finger. For L, just lay your index finger across your 
friend's palm. For M, lay your first three fingers across your friend's 
palm. For N, lay your first two fingers across your friend's palm. For 
O, is the ring finger. For P, hold the tip of your friend's index finger 
between your finger and thumb. For Q, completely circle the base of 
your friend's thumb with your thumb and index finger. For R, bend 
your index finger and lay it across your friend's palm (Huebner :1995). 
For S, grasp your friend's little finger with your index finger. For T, 
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touch the edge of your friend's palm, at the side away from the thumb. 
For U, is the little finger. For V, make a V shape with your first two 
fingers and lay it on your friend's palm. For W, grasp the upper edge of 
your friend's fingers, bending your fingers around them. For X, make a 
cross by laying your index finger over the top of your friend's index 
finger. For Y, place your index finger in the joint between your friend's 
thumb and index finger. For Z, either: place your finger tips against 
your friend's palm. Or place the outer edge of your hand across your 
friend's palm (Huebner : 1995). 
3. Face-to-Face Communication Systems 
There are some types of Face-to-Face Communication Systems 
according to American Association of Deaf-Blind Child (2009) 
a. Screen Braille Communicator 
Some deaf-blind people use a Screen Braille Communicator 
(SBC). This is a small, portable device that enables them to 
communicate with sighted people. The device has a QWERTY 
keyboard wotj an LCD display on one side, and an eight-cell braille 
display on the other side. The sighted person types short text on the 
QWERTY keyboard. The deaf-blind person reads the printed text by 
placing his or her fingers on the braille display. He or she then uses the 
braille display to type back text. The sighted person can read the text 
on the LCD display. 
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b. TTY with Braille Display 
The TTY is connected with and stacked on top of a braille 
display, although both can be separate. It allows a deaf-blind person 
who reads braille to use the telephone. The deaf-blind person can also 
use this system as a face-to-face communication device to 
communicate with someone else who does not know the person‟s 
preferred communication method. Also, some people who don‟t see 
well can use TTYs with large visual displays or computers with larger 
font to communicate with others.  
c. Captel 
Some people with hearing and vision loss use CapTel to make 
telephone calls. Using a special phone, the CapTel USB, people can 
dial into a captioning service that types the other caller‟s conversation 
onto a computer screen. Then, deaf-blind callers can read a 
conversation script on their screens in addition to listening to another 
caller on their telephones. The captions can be adjusted for color, size 
or font style on the screen. 
3. Wild Children 
Wild children are children who have grown up unaware of human 
behaviour and unexposed to language (www.wildchildren.com). Wild 
children were isolated at a critical period of the brain development. Their 
ability to learn language became almost impossible. However, they still 
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can learn their language although their language is not same with normal 
children.  
According to Nativist theory, from time to time, there appear in our 
midst beings who challenge our conception of what it means to be human. 
These beings are often referred to as wild children or wolf children. They 
are often tragic figures, offering glimpses of what might have been, of 
fully human intelligence that somehow does not enable them to live a 
social life. This is particularly true if they are already through puberty 
when they are found. They suggest to us that there may be a critical age, 
an age beyond which any child who has somehow missed out on learning 
a language will never completely master one. 
The critical period of wild children is not same with normal children. 
Eric lenneberg (1967) hypothesized that human language acquisition was 
an example of biologycally constrained learning, and that it was normally 
acquired during a critical period, beginning early in life and ending 
puberty. After this time period he suggested language could be acquired 
only with difficulty or by a different learning process. In other word, 
human will acquire their language during a critical period. That begins 
early in life until ending puberty. However, wild children do not acquire 
the first language like normal children.  
In acquiring their first language, wild children are late. They need 
much time to learn their language. Besides that, they also need special 
ways to help them acquiring their first language. Case which referred to 
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wild child is Genie‟s story (Curtiss, 1977). In Genie‟s story, she must get 
special ways from hospital staff of Children‟s Hospital Los Angeles.  
Genie acquired language at a much faster pace than anyone working 
with her had expected, and led to early optimism about her potential to 
learn language. Even at this phase, scientists noticed several unusual 
developments in her language. After a short period of time her progress 
decelerated, and remained very uneven. On broader levels her linguistic 
development followed some of the normal patterns of young children 
acquiring a first language, but researchers noted many marked differences 
with her language. The size of her vocabulary and the speed with which 
she expanded it consistently outstripped all anticipations, and many of the 
earliest words she learned and used were very different from typical first-
language learners. However, she had far more difficulty with 
learning grammar. She clearly mastered some basic aspects of it, and 
understood significantly more than she used in her spontaneous speech, 
but her rate of acquisition was very slow. This disparity resulted in her 
vocabulary being much more advanced and sophisticated than most people 
in equivalent phases of grammar acquisition. That case can be seen that 
wild child can get their language, but their language is different with 
normal language (Curtiss, 1977). 
B. Language Learning 
Learning is a conscious process of internalizing linguistic system and 
rules, which results either from overt teaching or a self-study of linguistics rules 
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(Fauziati, 2004:190). Fauziati also explains from Khasen, the knowledge gained 
through this process a learned system. The result of learning is a conscious 
awareness of linguistic rule. The acquired system is only knowledge source 
speaker could use in real communication. 
There are some language learning which can be used by children on 
learning their language, as follows: 
1. Imitation and Observational Learning  
According to Bandura and Walters in Daryanto, learner will master 
their new experience by imitating and observing model. The new 
experience which is mastered is behavior and knowledge. Imitation is a 
powerful mechanism of social learning of behavioral and cognitive 
sciences, neuroscience, artificial intelligence and robotics. It is believed 
that imitation represents the manifestation of a higher-cognition and the 
most complex form of animal learning (Chella, Dindo, and Gaglio). In 
addition, the ability to learn by watching others (and in particular the 
ability to imitate) is thought to be a precursor to the development of 
appropriate social behavior, and ultimately the means to reason about the 
thoughts, intents and desires of others. 
Byrne and Russon (2000) provide an overview of imitative 
behaviors observed in animals and humans. Several ”imitative“ behaviors 
are analyzed and divided into low- and high level imitation. Low-level 
imitation is seen as a process of copying an observed behavior, where 
primitive motion patterns which compose that behavior are already in the 
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ones repertoire. On the other hand, the high-level imitation does actually 
lead to the acquisition of a novel behavior through imitation. 
Observational learning is a change in behavior due to the 
experience of observing a model (Daryanto: 2016). It is usually learning 
vicariously through the reinforcement and punishment of a model.  
Characteristics of the Model 
a. Competence 
b. Attractiveness 
c. Likability 
d. Prestige 
e. Age 
f. Sex 
g. Popularity 
Observational learning is due to four processes: 
1. Attentional processes: Observer pays attention to the model. 
2. Retentional processes: Observer is able to recall the information 
about the model‟s behavior and repeat it (or a verbal representation 
of it). 
3. Motor reproductive processes: Observer has the ability to engage in 
the actions to replicate the model actions or a variation of those 
actions. 
4. Motivational processes: Observer is motivated to repeat the 
model‟s behavior. 
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Daryanto also provides three types of models which can be imitated and 
observed by learner in learning process: 
a. Real life 
Learner will learn and master new behavior from real life. Real life 
may come from family and school environment. Those 
environments are very influential for their learning. 
b. Symbolic 
Symbolic is one of model type which can be imitated and observed 
by learner. Symbolic can be presented by oral, written or picture. 
Learners often learn and get new behavior by imitating and 
observing model easily.  
c. Representational 
Representational type is model which is represented using 
audiovisual, such as television and video. 
The impact of imitating and observational learning 
1. Modeling effect 
By imitating and observing model, learners will be able to 
understand and master what they have learnt. The model will 
influence on their behavior. 
2. Disinhibitory effect 
Disinhibitory effect is effect of model which makes learner to 
imitate and observe into negative response. Sometimes, model 
which is given to learner not only gives positive impact, but also it 
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can be negative impact for learner. So, it makes learners will be 
able to imitate or observe on negative response. 
3. Eliciting effect 
Eliciting effect is almost same with modeling effect. However, 
eliciting effect appears if learners can put new behavior from model 
with their response. In other word, learners not only understand 
about the purpose of model, but also they can comprehend and 
practice what they have learnt from the model. 
 
2. Purposeful Learning 
Purposeful learning is learning with consciousness to achieve the 
purpose which is done by students without instruction or guidance of 
other; or with instruction or guidance from others in teaching and learning 
process in class (Daryanto: 2016). It will describe how the students gain 
their intellectual and psychomotoric skill. 
Daryanto also added techniques of purposeful learning which are 
practiced by students: 
a. Focusing on learning situation 
b. Determining purpose, directing attention and activities on 
receiving purpose 
c. Arranging efforts which refer to think productively on 
cognitive, psychomotoric, and affective 
d.  Practicing to receive skill and purpose 
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e. Evaluating behavior by themselves 
Techniques of purposeful learning which are practiced by teachers: 
a. Manipulating material and activities in the situation of 
teaching learning process to assure and control the 
students‟s attention. 
b. Helping the students on determining purpose by discussing 
the learning purpose, assignments which must be done. 
c. Preparing source of learning and giving guidance to 
students to use the source. 
d. Guiding students to evolve their skill and knowledge. 
e. Evaluating what the students have done and giving 
reinforce.  
3. J. Bruner Learning 
Bruner stated (in Daryanto) that learning is not to change behavior, 
but to change school curriculum, so students can learn more and learn 
easily as new experience and knowledge. Daryanto also added that to 
increase teaching learning process needs discover learning environment”, 
it means environment where students can do exploration, new experience. 
Environment which can be learnt by children can be divided as 
(Daryanto: 2016): 
a. Enactive 
Children can learn their environment by learning based on their 
motoric skill. Example : children learn to ride their bycicle. 
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b. Iconic 
Children can learn their environment by learning based on their 
affective skill. Example: remembering where the way to go to 
market. 
c. Symbolic 
Children can learn their environment by learning based on their 
cognitive skill. Example: arranging words become sentence. 
According to Slavin, teacher must pay attention for 4 aspects: 
1. Teacher should control their students to participate actively 
in every activities that are done 
2. Teacher analyzes material structure which will give to 
students and how the material will be given to students 
3. Teacher analyzes sequence. It means that teacher guides 
students through arranging of statements of problem in 
order to student can achieve the purpose of learning. 
4. Teacher gives reinforcement and feedback optimally to the 
students. 
C. Previous Related Study 
Related to the this study, the researcher will present the previous study 
which deals to this study. The researcher finds some references related to present 
study which are used to compare between present and previous study and to prove 
the original of the present study. First reference is Dyah Permatasari from 
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Muhammadiyah University Surakarta, and second reference is Yosinta Desy from 
Muhammadiyah University Surakarta. 
The first previous study is “ANNIE SULLIVAN‟S MOTIVES OF 
TEACHING HELEN KELLER IN NADIA TASS‟S MIRACLE WORKER 
MOVIE: A HUMANISTIC PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE” from Dyah 
Permatasari from English Education Program of Muhammadiyah University 
Surakarta. The major problem of this study is to explain motives of Annie 
Sullivan in teaching Helen Keller in The Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia 
Tass in 2000. On this study, the researcher presents the structural analysis of The 
Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia Tass in 2000. It shows that the character 
and characterization, setting, plot, point of view, theme, mice and scene, 
cinematography, sound and editing are related to each other and form he unity 
into good quality of a movie. 
Then, the researcher also presents the major problem. The researcher 
discusses the motives of Annie Sullivan in teaching Helen Keller in The Miracle 
Worker Movie directed by Nadia Tass in 2000. It shows that based on the 
humanistic psychological perspective analysis there are some motives underlying 
the struggle of Annie Sullivan. The motives are getting safety in the job, family 
respected by others and to actualize the potential as a teacher. 
The second previous study is “PEMEROLEHAN BAHASA INDONESIA 
ANAK TUNARUNGU USIA 7-10 TAHUN (STUDI KASUS PADA TINA DAN 
VIKI) by Yosinta Desy K from Education and Teacher Training faculty of 
Muhammadiyah University. In this study, the researcher presents three major 
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problems. There are acquiring vocabularies, structural of morphology, and 
structural of syntaxes of deaf child on 7-10 years old (study case of Tina and 
Viki).  
On her study, the researcher uses observational method by involved 
observation technique, recording technique, and note technique. Then, the result 
of the study are: first, Tina and Viki as deaf children acquire vocabularies just on 
verb and noun; second, Tina and Viki as deaf children acquire their vocabularies 
from school and environment; third, some vocabularies which are acquired by 
Tina and Viki are not suitable with structural morphologies of word; fourth, 
acquiring structural syntaxes are two or more words which are arranged by Tina 
and Viki represent a sentence.  
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CHAPTER III 
METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 
 
A. Type of Research  
The type of this research is qualitative research. According to Moleong 
(1983) qualitative research is a research to understand about phenomenon of 
subject research, for example: behavior, perception, motivation, attitude, etc. Then 
Moleong also added that qualitative research is the form of written or oral words 
from people and their behaviour that are observed.  
The main task of this method is to display data in way that is conceptually 
pure, makes distinctions that are meaningful and provides content that is 
illuminating (Neolaka, 2012: 22). By using descriptive research, the researcher 
aims to describe first language acquisition of Hellen Keller as deaf-blind children 
and the efford of her to study her first language in The Miracle Worker Movie, 
named Hellen Keller, which was directed by Nadia Tass in 2000.  
 
B. Type of Data 
According to Gunawan (2015), data of qualitative research is collected 
from observation, interview, picture, analytical document, field note that is 
arranged by researcher in textual or sentence form. Gunawan also adds that the 
result of analysis provides describing of the research situation.  
The type of data in the research is textual data that consists of sentences. 
The sentences describe first language acquisition of Hellen Keller as deaf-blind 
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child in The Miracle Worker Movie, named Hellen Keller, which was directed by 
Nadia Tass in 2000. 
 
C. Source of Data 
According to Lofland as quoted by Denzin (1998) source of data in 
qualitative research are words and event, for additional data can be document or 
others. The research data in this study are collected in the form of information 
about first language acquisition of Hellen Keller as deaf-blind child in The 
Miracle Worker directed by Nadia Tass in 2000. 
In this research, the researcher uses two sources of data, primary source 
and secondary source. First, primary source will obtain primary datum which 
describe the nearest source with people, information and idea of the study. Then, 
secondary source aims to support and check out the validation of information that 
researcher obtains (Mustari, 2014:38,45).  
Primary source of data of this research is the movie entitled The Miracle 
Worker. This movie was directed by Nadia Tass in 2000. To support this research, 
the researcher also provides the bibliography of Hellen Keller as secondary 
source, which was published in 1903.   
 
D. Technique of Collecting Data 
Technique collecting data is some activities that researcher does to obtain 
information which is required in analysing data (Neolaka, 2014:8). The researcher 
56 
 
 
 
needs to do some techniques to obtain data collection. With those data collection, 
the researcher can analysis the data. 
There are some techniques that researcher does: 
1. Watching the movie entitled The Miracle Worker 
The researcher watches the movie entitled The Miracle Worker directed 
by Nadia Tass in 2000 for several time. The researcher collects the data by 
selecting the condition of first language acquisition of Hellen Keller as deaf-
blind child and how she learns her first language in The Miracle Worker 
Movie which was directed by Nadia Tass in 2000.   
2. Looking for the secondary data 
After watching the movie entitled The Miracle Worker Movie which 
was directed by Nadia Tass in 2000, the researcher looks for the secondary 
data to collect more information related the movie. The Miracle Worker 
Movie which was directed by Nadia Tass in 2000 was derived from true story 
of Hellen Adams Keller in her life with Annie Sullivan. Hellen Keller wrote 
the whole of her childhood with with Annie Sullivan in her biography, 
entitled The Story of My Life. Her biography was published in 1903. Then, the 
researcher reads her biography as secondary data to collect and support the 
primary data in analysing data. 
3. Taking notes of important parts both in primary and secondary data. 
The next step of collecting data, the researcher will take note of primary 
and secondary data. In taking note, the researcher will find out the important 
part of both primary and secondary data. The important parts which will be 
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found by researcher are the condition of first language acquisition of Hellen 
Keller as deaf-blind children and how she learns her first language in The 
Miracle Worker Movie which was directed by Nadia Tass in 2000. 
4. Data coding 
After doing several steps to collect the data, the researcher will identify 
the data by giving code each data based on the condition first language 
acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind child and how she learns her first 
language in the Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia Tass in 2000. 
Coding data is observation systematically in which phenomenon or 
event is obtained, written and coded into meaningful data that is used to 
analysis the data (Mustari:2014). By coding data, the researcher can analysis 
and make conclusion of the research. 
The data coding as follows: 
a. Broad domain of first language acquisition 
b. Number of each datum  
c. The name of The movie 
d. Time of the movie 
 
Voc/47/MWM 02/00:36:22 
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Note: 
Ph  : Phonology 
Voc  : Vocabulary 
Sem  : Semantic 
Syn  : Syntax 
Morp  : Morphlogy 
Prag  : Pragmatic 
MWM 01 : the Miracle Worker Movie first video 
MWM 02 : the Miracle Worker Movie second video 
SML  : Story of My Life 
 
E. Instrument of The Research 
According to Mustari (2014), instrument of the research is aid instrument 
which is used to collect the data. In conducting this research, the researcher will 
use some instrument to help collecting the data. The main instrument is the 
researcher because this research is descriptive qualitative research. It does not 
need a test as the instrument.  
 
F. The Technique of Analysis Data  
 After collecting the data, the next study of the research is analyzing the 
data. The teaching learning process and the students‟ behavior during the action 
are analyzed using descriptive qualitative research. The researcher used 
interactive model analysis involving collecting the data, reducing the data, and 
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presenting the data and also drawing conclusion (Miles & Huberman in Sutopo, 
2002:95). These steps must take systematically. It is mean that reducing the data 
is the starting point to analysis the data. Then, the researcher present the data be 
able the process the facts is systematically and logically so that every event 
occurring in this research is clear.  
1. Reducing the data 
Data reduction refers to the process of  selecting, simplifying, 
abstracting, and transforming the data that appear in written-up field notes 
or transcriptions (Miles and Huberman, 1994: 10). Not all of the result of 
research is important. It means that the important information must be 
taken and unimportant information must be ignored. 
Data from watching the movie, looking for the biography, finding 
out and taking notes of important parts, classifying and determining the 
relevant data and taking notes from the material and some other resources 
related to the movie are analyzed. In this research, the researcher did not 
use all of the obtained the data. In reducing the data, the researcher 
focused, selected, simplified, and abstracted the data. The data is related to 
first language acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind child and how she 
learns her first language in the Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia 
Tass in 2000. 
In first, the researcher founded 54 data, after that the researcher 
reduced it into 48 data. The researcher reduced data by choosing the data 
which related to the way of Helen Keller„s communication, the first 
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language acquisition of Helen Keller, and how she learns her language. 
Then the researcher eliminated the data which did not relate to those. In 
result, the researcher used 48 data and eliminated 6 data. 
2. Data Display 
A display is organized, compressed assembly of information that 
permits conclusion drawing and action (Miles and Huberman, 1994:11). In 
this step, the process of showing data simply in the form of words, 
sentence, and narrative table. All of data were designed to arrange the 
organized result of information so that the researcher could find the result 
of study and draw the conclusion or move on to the next step of analysis.  
Data display would show describing of first language acquisition of 
Helen Keller as deaf-blind child and how she learns her first language in 
the Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia Tass in 2000. 
3. Drawing conclusion 
The third activity is drawing conclusion. In this study, conclusion is 
drawn continuously throughout the course of the study. The researcher 
tends to accumulate and formulate researcher‟s interpretations as the 
researcher goes along. The researcher will write up not only what the 
researcher saw each day but also researcher‟s interpretation of those 
observations. 
In this study, the conclusion of this study is describing of first 
language acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind child and how she 
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learns her first language in the Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia 
Tass in 2000. 
 
G. The Truthwortiness of the Data  
To get the truthwortiness of data, the researcher uses triangulation 
technique. According to Sutopo (2002), the triangulation is the most common way 
that is used to develop the truthwortiness of the data in a qualitative research. 
According to Sugiyono (2006: 372), there are three type of triangulation. There 
are triangulation of source, triangulation of technique, and triangulation of time.  
The researcher used one type of triangulation. Triangulation which is used 
by researcher is triangulation of source of data. It is a triangulation which uses 
many sources of data to validate the result of study. It means that to validate the 
data, the researcher uses source of data. Source of data is taken from secondary 
data and information from the expert or qualified person who is expert in this 
study.  
The researcher used secondary data to validate the study. The researcher 
compared between the data finding of the Miracle Worker Movie directed by 
Nadia Tass in 2000 and Helen Keller‟s biography entitled the Story of My Life 
published in 1903. Besides, the researcher also asked to expert or qualified person 
who comprehend about the research problem. In this case, the researcher asked 
and discussed with the lecturer.   
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CHAPTER IV 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
B. Research Finding 
1. First Language Acquisition of Helen Keller as Deaf-blind Child in the 
Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia Tass in 2000 
In this part, the researcher discussed the first and second problem 
statements about first language acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind children 
in the Miracle Worker movie directed by Nadia Tass in 2000 and how Helen 
studies her first language acquisition. The researcher discussed this study not only 
based on the primary data, the Miracle Worker Movie by directed by Nadia Tass 
in 2000, but also secondary data, the Story of My Life published on 1903. 
Based on the theory in chapter two, Melissa and Stephan stated that 
language is a combinatory system where rules organize combination of elements 
(phonemes and words) into linguistics expressions. Bloomer, Griffiths, and 
Merrison (2005) stated that children language acquisition is one of the most 
impressive achievement of humans, made possible through a combination of 
human capacity for language. 
Besides according to Yule, long before a children start school, they have 
become extremely sophisticated language-user, operating a system for self- 
expression and communication that no other creature, or computer, comes close to 
matching. There are eight stages of first language acquisition. There are cooing 
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and babbling, the one-word stage, the two-word stage, telegraphic speech, 
developing syntax, forming question, forming negative, and developing semantic.  
Besides, Van Tiel (2016) provided the broad domain of language in the 
critical period of first language acquisition as phonology, vocabulary, semantic, 
syntax, morphology, and pragmatic. Based on those theories, the researcher 
classified and analyzed the data related to first language acquisition of Helen 
Keller as deaf-blind child in the Miracle Worker Movie  directed by Nadia Tass in 
2000. 
a. Phonology 
Phonology is the study of sound structure in language, which is different 
from the study of sentence structure, or word structure or how language 
change over time (Odden: 2005). For example: 
 
No  Data Description  
1. 
 
Ph/37/MWM 02/00:35:25 
Helen Keller produced sound “wah-
wah”. It was the first time she produces 
sound after she got illness. She 
produced sound “wah-wah” because 
she tried to say word “WATER”. It 
was also the first time she knew that 
everything has name. She knew that 
“WATER” was the wonderful cool 
something that was flowing over her 
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hand. 
 
b. Vocabulary 
Vocabulary is a set of words with their meaning as a fundamental and 
useful tool for communication and acquiring knowledge in a language 
(Hatch and Brown, 1995). Vygotsky (1987) states that a word is 
amicrocosm of humanconsciousness. 
 
No  Data Description  
1. 
 
Voc/08/MWM 01/00:17:14 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“DOLL”. It was the first word she 
learns from Annie Sullivan. When 
she opened Annie Sullivan‟s 
suitcase and found doll in it. Then, 
Annie Sullivan spelled word 
“DOLL” on her palm using 
fingerspelling. Annie Sullivan 
asked her to follow what she does. 
Then she spelled word “DOLL” as: 
D : the palm hold in one‟s fist with 
upright index finger 
O : all of finger bend in and form 
circle 
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L : palm hold in one‟s fist with 
opened thumb and index finger 
L : palm hold in one‟s fist with 
opened thumb and index finger 
However, she did not understand 
what it was. She just imitated what 
Annie Sullivan did. 
2. 
 
Voc/19/MWM 02/00:06:31 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“MILK”. She spelled work 
“MILK” using fingerspelling to get 
milk from Annie Sullian. She 
spelled “MILK” as: 
M : palm hold in one‟s fist with 
hidden thumb. 
I : palm hold in one‟s fist except 
upright little finger 
L : palm hold in one‟s fist with 
opend thumb and index finger 
K : palm hold in one‟s fist except 
upright index and middle finger. 
She spelled word “MILK” quickly. 
However, although she did it, she 
did not comprehend word “MILK”. 
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She just spelled it to get milk. 
3. 
 
Voc/22/MWM 02/00:09:26 
 
 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“APPLE”. However, she had not 
understood yet that word. She 
spelled “APPLE” for word 
“WATER”. Based on the data, 
Annie Sullivan teaches her name of 
“WATER” by touching it. 
However, Helen Keller did not 
spells word “WATER”, she spelled 
“APPLE” 
A : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
P : index finger points out 
P : index finger points out 
L : palm hold in one‟s fist with 
opend thumb and index finger 
E : like a claw, but the thumb is 
lower. 
4 
 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“CAKE”. She spelled word 
“CAKE” to get piece of cake. In 
fact, she had not understood the 
meaning of word “CAKE”. She 
67 
 
 
 
Voc/16/MWM 02/00:05:18 just imitated what Percy, her 
servant, did. She spelled word 
“CAKE” using fingerspelling, as: 
C : palm forward thumb bent out 
A : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
K : palm hold in one‟s fist except 
upright index and middle finger. 
E : like a claw, but the thumb is 
lower. 
5.  
 
Voc/27/MWM 02/00:18:32 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“WATER”. She spelled word  
”WATER” for word “DOG”. It 
causes she does not comprehend 
the meaning of word “DOG” when 
Annie Sullivan tells her name of 
“DOG”. She spells word 
“WATER” on Annie Sullivan‟s 
palm for “DOG”, as: 
W : index, middle and ring finger 
are upright like showing number 
three. 
A : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
T : the palm hold in one‟s fist with 
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the hidden thumb between index 
and middle finger 
E : like a claw, but the thumb is 
lower. 
R : index and middle finger form 
across shape. 
6. 
 
Voc/40/MWM 02/00:36:11 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“GROUND”. She comprehended 
that word “GROUND” was 
something in bottom where people 
can do everything. She asked to her 
teacher to spell word “GROUND”. 
Then she followed what Annie 
Sullivan spelled using 
fingerspelling. She spelled word 
“GROUND”, as: 
G : palm in with straight index 
finger 
R : index and middle finger form 
across shape 
O : all of finger bend in and form 
circle 
U : index and middle finger are 
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upright closely 
N : palm hold in one‟s fist with 
hidden thumb, but the tip of thumb 
is seen between ring and middle 
finger 
D : the palm hold in one‟s fist with 
upright index finger 
7. 
 
Voc/41/MWM 02/00:36:18 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“BUSHES”. She could 
comprehend word “BUSHES” by 
touching it. She knew that word 
“BUSHES” was low plant that 
grows thickly. Then Annie 
Sullivan told and spelled word 
“BUSHES” on her palm using 
fingerspelling. She spelled word 
“BUSHES”, as : 
B : the palm is opened, except the 
thumb is bent in 
U : index and middle finger are 
upright closely 
S : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
H : palm in with straight index 
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finger 
E : like a claw, but the thumb is 
lower 
S : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
8.  
 
Voc/42/MWM 02/00:36:22 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“FLOWER” by touching it. She 
comprehended word “FLOWER” 
is part of plant that produced seeds, 
often bright coloured and smelled 
nice. Then she asked Annie 
Sullivan to spell the word 
“FLOWER” on her palm using 
fingerspelling, as : 
F : palm is forward with bent 
thumb and index finger 
L : palm hold in one‟s fist with 
opend thumb and index finger 
O : all of finger bend in and form 
circle 
W : index, middle and ring finger 
are upright like showing number 
three. 
E : like a claw, but the thumb is 
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lower 
R : index and middle finger form 
across shape 
9. 
 
Voc/43/MWM 02/00:36:50 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“MOTHER”. She comprehended 
word “MOTHER” was female 
parent. She asks to Annie Sullivan 
to spells word “MOTHER” on her 
palm, then she spelled word 
“MOTHER” on her mother‟s palm, 
as: 
M : palm hold in one‟s fist with 
hidden thumb 
O : all of finger bend in and form 
circle 
T : the palm hold in one‟s fist with 
the hidden thumb between index 
and middle finger 
H : palm in with straight index 
finger 
E : like a claw, but the thumb is 
lower 
R : index and middle finger form 
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across shape 
10. 
 
Voc/46/MWM 02/00:38:10 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“TEACHER” after she came and 
touches Annie Sullivan. She asked 
to Annie Sullivan to spell word 
“TEACHER on her palm. Then she 
followed to spells  word 
“TEACHER” on Annie Sullivan‟s 
palm, as : 
T : the palm hold in one‟s fist with 
the hidden thumb between index 
and middle finger 
E : like a claw, but the thumb is 
lower 
A : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
C : palm forward, thumb bent out 
H : palm in with straight index 
finger 
E : like a claw, but the thumb is 
lower 
R : index and middle finger form 
across shape 
She comprehended that word 
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“TEACHER” was a person who 
teaches her. 
 
c. Pragmatic  
According to Liu, pragmatics studies how people comprehend and produce 
a communicative act or speech act in a concrete speech situation which is 
usually a conversation.  
 
No  Data Description  
1. 
 
Prag/01/MWM 01/00:06:14 
Helen Keller made crude sign 
when she gets doll from her aunt. 
However, she felt that was 
something wrong. She realized that 
her doll did not have eyes, nose, 
and mouth on its face like her. 
Then she made some crude sign, 
as: 
- Hitting the floor to make 
attention of people around 
her 
- Touching the face of her 
doll to tell that her doll does 
not have eyes, nose, and 
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mouth 
2. 
 
Prag/02/MWM 01/00:06:31 
When Helen Keller failed to get 
attention and told people around 
her, she tried to search something 
until she found her aunt‟s cape 
with large beads. Then she pulled 
two beads off and put them on the 
face of the doll. That indicated to 
people around her to sew the beads 
on her doll, so her doll had eyes.  
3. 
 
Prag/03/MWM 01/00:09:26 
Helen Keller was with her father. 
She looked for her mother. She 
made crude sign as rubbing her 
cheek using her right back palm. It 
indicated that she needed or called 
her mother. 
 
4 
 
Prag/05/MWM 01/00:14:54 
When Annie Sullivan came in first 
time, she approached Helen Keller 
with her suitcase. Then Helen 
Keller took her suitcase. She felt 
anxious about the content of the 
suitcase. She clapped and shaked 
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her suitcase. 
Her behavior indicated that she 
wanted to open the suitcase, so she 
could know what the thing was in 
it. 
5.  
 
Prag/06/MWM 01/00:15:28 
Helen Keller brought Annie 
Sullivan‟s suitcase. Then Annie 
Sullivan tried to help her but she 
threw  away Annie Sullivan‟s 
hand. Annie Sullivan tried again, 
but she hit her unruly and 
competed for it from Annie 
Sullivan.  
It indicated that she would bring 
the suitcase by herself without 
help. 
6. 
 
Prag/07/MWM 01/00:16:36 
Helen Keller opened Annie 
Sullivan‟s suitcase and found doll 
in it. She took that doll then she 
touched the face of doll to make 
sure that doll had eyes, nose and 
mouth like her.  
Then she made crude sign by 
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slapping the doll to her body. It 
indicated that the doll is for her. 
7. 
 
Prag/15/MWM 02/00:04:39 
Helen Keller made crude sign 
when she knew Percy came to her. 
She touched her mouth then she 
touched Percy‟s mouth. 
It indicated that she would say 
something to Percy. However, 
Percy did not understand what she 
wanted to say. He just knew that 
she wanted to talk to him by 
hurting him, so he tried to avoid 
her. 
8.  
 
Prag/28/MWM 02/00:19:38 
Helen Keller made crude sign to 
call or ask something. Based on the 
data, Helen raised her hand to call 
Annie Sullivan when Annie 
Sullivan packed her belongs to her 
suitcase.  
Rising her hand was crude sign that 
indicated that she called Annie 
Sullivan in order to Annie Sullivan 
sit with her and taught her. 
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2. Language Learning used by Helen Keller as Deaf-blind Child in the 
Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia Tass in 2000 
Language learning was a conscious process of internalizing linguistic 
system and rules, which results either from overt teaching or a self-study of 
linguistics rules (Fauziati, 2004:190). She also provided some theories of 
language learning on her book. There are behaviorism, cognitivism and 
constructivism.  
Besides that, there was imitation and observational learning from Daryanto 
on his book entitled Belajar dan Mengajar. Imitation and observational learning is 
a change in behavior due to the experience of observing a model. Based on the 
theory the researcher classifiesd and analyzed the data related to how Helen Keller 
learns her first language in the Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia Tass in 
2000. 
No  Data Description  
1. 
  
OLI/44/MWM 02/00:37:05 
 
Helen Keller learned word “PAPA” 
by touching her father, then she asked 
to Annie Sullivan to spell name of 
father. Annie Sullivan spelled word 
“PAPA” on Helen Keller‟s palm. 
After that, Helen Keller imitated what 
Annie Sullivan did. She spelled word 
“PAPA” using fingerspelling, as: 
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P : index finger points out 
A : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
P : index finger points out 
A : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
2 
 
OLI/34/MWM 02/00:27:42 
 
 
Annie Sullivan taught Helen Keller 
word “TEARS” by touching and 
feeling the thing “TEARS”. She tried 
to explain her word “TEARS” was 
dropped of liquid that comes from the 
eye when we cried. Then she spelled 
word “TEARS” using fingerspelling, 
as: 
T : the palm hold in one‟s fist with 
the hidden thumb between index and 
middle finger. 
E : like a claw, but the thumb is lower 
A : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
R : index and middle finger form 
across shape 
S : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
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3. 
 
OLI/31/MWM 02/00:20:44 
 
Annie Sullivan took napkin. She tried 
to explain what napkin was. She gave 
napkin to Helen Keller and asked her 
to observe and think that thing. It 
caused Helen Keller could 
comprehend the thing that she was 
touching has name “NAPKIN”. Then, 
Annie Sullivan spelled word 
“NAPKIN” using fingerspelling, as: 
N : palm hold in one‟s fist with 
hidden thumb but the tip of thumb is 
seen in the middle of fist 
A : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
P : index finger points out 
K : palm hold in one‟s fist except 
upright index and middle finger 
I : palm hold in one‟s fist except 
upright little finger 
N : palm hold in one‟s fist with 
hidden thumb but the tip of thumb is 
seen in the middle of fist. 
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C. Discussion 
This section presented the justification of theories constructed from the 
research findings and theories proposed by expert. The data deals first language 
acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind child and how she learns her first 
language in the Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia Tass in 2000 to answer 
the research problems had been presented in the research findings based on the 
analysis of the data. Next, the research finding would be discussed with the 
relevant reference to justify research finding of first language acquisition of Helen 
Keller as deaf-blind child and how she learns her first language in the Miracle 
Worker Movie directed by Nadia Tass in 2000.  
Based on research finding, the researcher provided table of data result, as 
follow: 
No. 
Language  
Acquisition 
The types of  
learning language 
The way of 
communication 
Language 
Learning 
RL SB RP FS CS Imm SR Imi. Obs. 
1. Phonology 1 1 - - - - - - 1 
2. Vocabulary 28 28 - 28 - - - 28 28 
3. 
Developing  
Pragmatic 
18 - - - 8 8 2 - 18 
Table 01 (data result) 
For the brief explanation of the data result of this study, the researcher had 
presented and discussed below. 
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1. First Language Acquisition of Helen Keller as Deaf-blind Child in the 
Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia Tass in 2000 
Based on the theory in chapter two, Melissa and Stephan stated that 
language is a combinatory system where rules organize combination of elements 
(phonemes and words) into linguistics expressions. Bloomer, Griffiths, and 
Merrison (2005) state that children language acquisition was one of the most 
impressive achievement of humans, made possible trhough a combination of 
human capacity for language. 
Besides according to Yule, long before a children started school, they had 
become extremely sophisticated language-user, operating a system for self- 
expression and communication that no other creature, or computer, comes close to 
matching. There were eight stages of first language acquisition. There were 
cooing and babbling, the one-word stage, the two-word stage, telegraphic speech, 
developing syntax, forming question, forming negative, and developing semantic.  
Besides, Van Tiel (2016) provided the broad domain of language in the 
critical period of first language acquisition as phonology, vocabulary, semantic, 
syntax, morphology, and pragmatic. Based on those theories, the researcher 
classified and analyzed the data related to first language acquisition of Helen 
Keller as deaf-blind child in the Miracle Worker Movie  directed by Nadia Tass in 
2000. 
Finding this study showed that there were several stages of first language 
acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind child and how she studied her first 
language in the Miracle Worker Movie. Based on the the Miracle Worker Movie 
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directed by Nadia in 2000 and biography of Helen Keller entitled The Story of My 
Life published in 1903, Helen Keller acquired her first language in her critical 
period of language acquisition as follows: 
a. Producing sounds or phonology,  
Helen Keller produced sound or phonology when Annie Sullivan 
brought her to well-house to take water. Annie Sullivan placed her hand 
under the spout. It was the first time after her illness, she produced sound 
“wah-wah” to indicate that it was water. After that, she also could 
produce some syllables like M, P, A, S, T, I, as she told in her biography 
entitled the Story of My Life published on 1903. 
“Miss Fuller‟s method was this: she passed my hand lightly over her 
face, and let me feel the position of her tounge and lips when she made a 
sound. I was eager to imitate every motion and in an hour had learned six 
elements of speech: M, P, A, S, T, I,…”  
b. Producing words or vocabularies,  
Before Annie Sullivan came to her house to teach her, Helen Keller 
had not known yet about the name belongings around her. When she 
wanted something she asked using crude sign or making sign. It was 
explained by her in her biography. 
“if I wanted my mother to make ice cream for dinner I made the sign for 
working the freezer and shivered, indicating cold.” 
 
Then, after Annie Sullivan came to her house to teach her, she learnt 
many words which describe things around her. She knew the name of 
thing by observing and spelling the name using fingerspelling as Annie 
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Sullivan‟s guidance. The first word that she spelled was word “DOLL”. 
She spelled it well using fingerspelling. 
However, in first she acquired her first language, Helen Keller had 
problem. She could not comprehend some languages which had been 
taught by Annie Sullivan. This case of language acquisition could be 
called as silent period. Silent period is a period, usually at very beginning 
of language acquisition during which children does not attempt to speak 
(Polyglossic : 2012). It meant that during acquiring first language 
children may face some problem to comprehend the language that they 
has acquired. 
After several weeks Helen Keller with Annie Sullivan, she could 
understand and comprehend the word. Its time was when Annie Sullivan 
brought her to well-house to take water. Annie Sullivan placed her hand 
under the spout. Then, Annie Sullivan spelled word “W-A-T-E-R” on her 
hand. Her whole attention focused on the motion of her finger. Helen 
Keller spelled the word “W-A-T-E-R”. The first word that Helen Keller 
understood and comprehended is word “WATER”.  At first, she spelled 
word “WATER” by producing sound “wah-wah”, then she spelled word 
“WATER” using fingerspelling. 
During several weeks with Annie Sullivan, Helen Keller had 
acquired and learnt ten comprehend words, as water, pomp, ground,  
father, bushes, teacher, cake, and milk; the uncomprehend words were 
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18, as doll, egg, horse, apple, ink, pen, woll, flower, bird, dog, chair, tear, 
face, dress, and napkin. 
c. Developing pragmatics 
Long before Helen Keller met Annie Sullivan to learn language, she 
use sign to make communication with others. She made crude sign or 
acted to ask or do something. It seemed to the finding when she got doll 
without eyes, nose and mouth, then she made crude sign by hitting the 
floor to make attention then she touched the face of her doll to that her 
doll did not have eyes, nose and mouth. She wanted her doll had eyes, 
nose and mouth by put on two large beads on its face. 
Besides that, she also had special sign to call her mother. Her special 
sign was rubbing her check using her finger. It indicates that she just 
wanted to call or meet her mother.  
Helen Keller acquired her first language when she was seven years old. 
Actually, in seven years old, a child had acquired and mastered all of linguistics 
domain as Yule said in his theory. However, it was not happened to Helen Keller 
as deaf-blind child. In her period of first language acquisition, she has been 
blocked by her disability, deaf-blind, because of her illness. 
It showed that the first language acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind 
child in the Miracle Worker Movie is different with normal children. Normal 
children could acquire their first language based on the stages of first language 
acquisition on their critical period. Every normal child would acquire their first 
language as best as possible before their puberty ended. However, Helen Keller as 
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deaf-blind child could not acquire her first language as normal children. It caused 
her deafness and blindness. Those disabilities had blocked her to acquire her first 
language in the critical period of language acquisition. She needed more time and 
special ways to acquire her first language. It meant that she could acquire the first 
language but the acquisition of first language could not be perfect. 
 
2. Language Learning used by Helen Keller as Deaf-blind Child in the 
Miracle Worker Movie directed by Nadia Tass in 2000 
Language learning was a conscious process of internalizing linguistic 
system and rules, which results either from overt teaching or a self-study of 
linguistics rules (Fauziati, 2004:190).  
Besides that, there was imitation and observational learning from 
Daryanto on his book entitled Belajar dan Mengajar. Imitation and observational 
learning was a change in behavior due to the experience of observing a model. 
Based on the theory the researcher classified and analyzed the data related to how 
Helen Keller learnt her first language in the Miracle Worker Movie directed by 
Nadia Tass in 2000. 
Helen Keller acquired and learnt her first language by guidance of Annie 
Sullivan, her teacher. She learnt her first language by observing and touching the 
things around her. It caused her deafness and blindness. Then, by guidance of 
Annie Sullivan she could know and comprehend the things around her. Annie 
Sullivan taught her by spelling the name of everything that Helen Keller touched 
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and observed. She spelled every word using fingerspelling. Then she asked to 
Helen Keller to spell like she did. 
 Helen Keller learnt her first language acquisition with Annie Sullivan for 
two weeks without her parent. Helen Keller had acquired many words, like doll, 
cake, water, milk, dog, and many others of nouns.  Besides names of nouns, Helen 
Keller had acquired few verbs, like eat, sit, stand and walk. She could spell those 
words as well as possible using fingerspelling.  
The ways that were used by Helen Keller to learn her first language was 
imitation and observational learning. It caused she could not know and 
comprehend the things around her without observing and touching the object 
which she would learn. According to Daryanto (2016), there were three types of 
models which could be imitated and observed by learner in learning process. 
There were real life, symbolic, and representational. 
It could be seen that according to theory above, the type which Annie 
Sullivan used to teach Helen Keller was symbolic. It caused this model type can 
be imitated and observed by learner. Besides symbolic could be presented by oral, 
written or picture. In this case, Helen Keller learnt her language by observing 
things around her directly, then she imitated her teacher, Annie Sullivan, to spell 
word of things which she had learnt.  
Besides through symbolic which had been used by Annie Sullivan on 
teaching language to Helen Keller this study also showed that Helen Keller learnt 
her language through real life. It caused she could comprehend the language 
through symbolic which was from things around her in the environment. 
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To acquire and learn first language, Helen Keller must use some signs to 
make understand people around her. In this study, the researcher found some 
types of sign language which was used by Helen Keller. There were crude sign, 
imitating some acts, speechreading and, fingerspelling. 
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CHAPTER V 
THE CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
A. Conclusion  
The focus of this study was first language acquisition of Helen Keller as 
deaf-blind child and how she learnt her first language in the Miracle Worker 
Movie. The result of this study was there were some stages of first language 
acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind child. According to Yule, there were 
eight stages in acquiring first language. The stages are cooing and babbling, the 
one-word stage, the two-word stage, telegraphic speech, developing syntax, 
forming question, forming negative, and developing semantic. Besides, Van Tiel 
(2016) provided the broad domain of language in the critical period of first 
language acquisition as phonology, vocabulary, semantic, syntax, morphology, 
and pragmatic. 
Finding this study showed that there were several stages of first language 
acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind child and how she learnt her first 
language in the Miracle Worker Movie. There are producing sounds or phonology, 
producing words or vocabularies, and developing pragmatics. The total of data 
which is found by researcher is forty eight data from the Miracle Worker Movie 
directed by Nadia Tass in 2000. Those were as producing sound or phonology 
were one data; producing word or vocabularies were ten comprehended word and 
eighteen uncomprehended word data; developing pragmatic were eighteen data. 
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The first language acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind child in the 
Miracle Worker Movie was different with normal children. Normal children could 
acquire their first language based on the stages of first language acquisition on 
their critical period. However, Helen Keller as deaf-blind child could not acquire 
her first language as normal children.  
To acquire and learn first language, Helen Keller observed, touched and 
felt the things to know and comprehend the things around her. According to 
Daryanto (2016), imitation and observational learning was a change in behavior 
due to the experience of observing a model. Based on that theory, it could be said 
that Helen Keller used imitation and observational learning to learn her first 
language. 
In this study, the researcher found some types of sign language which was 
used by Helen Keller. There were crude sign, imitating some acts, and 
fingerspelling. 
 
B. Suggestion 
In this study, the researcher uses first language acquisition analysis to 
analyze the Miracle Worker Movie. The researcher wants to know the process of 
first language acquisition of Helen Keller as deaf-blind children who had 
wonderful experience in her life in learning and acquiring her language. Her effort 
to acquire her language had been interested some experts, that is why the 
researcher is interested to this case. 
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The researcher suggests to the next researcher to analyze the Miracle 
Worker Movie from other perspectives, like psychology or sociological approach. 
So the next researcher can give different view of analyzing the Miracle Worker 
Movie. The last word, the researcher hopes that this study will be useful as 
reference and comparison to other study. 
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Fingerspelling Description 
 
A : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
B : the palm is opened, except the thumb is bent in 
C : palm forward thumb bent out 
D : the palm hold in one‟s fist with upright index finger 
E : like a claw, but the thumb is lower. 
F : palm is forward with bent thumb and index finger 
G : palm in with straight index finger 
H : palm in with straight index finger 
I : palm hold in one‟s fist except upright little finger 
J : palm hold in one‟s fist except upright little finger however the palm is slanted 
K : palm hold in one‟s fist except upright index and middle finger 
L : palm hold in one‟s fist with opend thumb and index finger 
M : palm hold in one‟s fist with hidden thumb 
N : palm hold in one‟s fist with hidden thumb, but the tip of thumb is seen 
between ring and middle finger 
O : all of finger bend in and form circle 
P : index finger points out 
Q : index finger points out, but index finger points down and unseen finger curled 
in 
R : index and middle finger form across shape 
S : the palm hold in one‟s fist 
T : the palm hold in one‟s fist with the hidden thumb between index and middle 
finger 
U : index and middle finger are upright closely 
V : index and middle finger are upright and opened 
W : index, middle and ring finger are upright like showing number three. 
X : the palm hold in one‟s fist with hidden thumb, and index finger bent out 
Z : index finger points out and whole palm can be slanted to side away from body 
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ABBREVIATION 
 
Ph  : Phonology 
Voc  : Vocabulary 
Sem  : Semantic 
Syn  : Syntax 
Morp  : Morphlogy 
Prag  : Pragmatic 
MWM 01 : the Miracle Worker Movie first video 
MWM 02 : the Miracle Worker Movie second video 
SML  : Story of My Life 
RL  : Real Life 
SB  : Symbolic 
RP  : Representative 
FS  : Fingerspelling 
CS  : Crude Sign 
Imm  : Immitating acts 
SR  : Speech reading 
Imi.  : Immitating Learning 
Obs.   : Observasion learning 
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THE DATA 
 
No. Picture Description  
1. 
 
Prag/01/MWM 01 
Helen Keller tried to 
understand what people 
around her said. She touched 
their mouth to know what 
actually people around her 
said. 
2 
 
Prag/02/MWM 01 
Helen Keller used crude sign 
by hitting the floor to make 
attention to people around 
her. 
3 
 
Prag/03/MWM 01 
Helen Keller used crude sign 
by placing two large beads 
to indicate that she wanted 
her doll had eyes. 
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4 
 
Prag/04/MWM 01 
Helen Keller had special 
sign to call her mother by 
touching her cheek with her 
two fingers. 
5 
 
Prag/05/MWM 01 
Helen Keller used her 
special sign to call her 
mother by touching her 
cheek with her two fingers. 
6 
 
Prag/06/MWM 01 
Helen Keller threw away 
Annie Sullivan‟s hand and 
clapped Annie Sullivan‟s 
suitcase. It indicated that she 
wanted to know what 
suitcase contained and she 
wanted to open. 
7 
 
Prag/07/MWM 01 
Helen Keller hit Annie 
Sullivan who would help her 
to carry the suitcase. It 
indicated that Helen Keller 
refused Annie Sullivan‟s 
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help. 
8 
 
Prag/8/MWM 01 
Helen Keller used crude sign 
by slapping the doll to her 
body that indicates the doll 
was given to her. 
9 
 
Voc/10/MWM 01 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“DOLL”. She spelled word 
“DOLL” using 
fingerspelling. 
10 
 
Voc/10/MWM 01 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“CAKE”. She spelled word 
“CAKE” using 
fingerspelling. She observed 
and imitated what Annie 
Sullivan guided. 
11 
 
Voc/11/MWM 01 
Helen Keller got word 
“INK”. However she could 
not comprehend that word, 
she just was silent to give 
attention and tried to 
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understand her teacher. 
12 
 
Voc/12/MWM 01 
Helen Keller got word 
“PEN” from her teacher. 
But, she did not spelled 
word “PEN” using 
fingerspelling. She spelled 
another word on thing 
“PEN”. It caused she did not 
understand what it was. 
13 
 
Voc/13/MWM 01 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“CAKE”. She spelled word 
“CAKE” using 
fingerspelling to word 
“PEN”.  
14 
 
Prag/14/MWM 01 
Helen Keller became angry 
and threw away the spoon. It 
indicated that she did not 
want to use spoon, besides 
she did not want to force 
what she disliked. 
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15 
 
Prag/15/MWM 02 
Helen Keller had special 
sign to call her mother by 
touching her cheek with her 
two fingers. 
16 
 
Prag/16/MWM 02 
Helen Keller touched her 
mouth and Percy‟s mouth. It 
indicated that she wanted to 
say something to Percy. 
17 
 
Voc/17/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“CAKE”. She spelled word 
“CAKE” using 
fingerspelling to get cake. 
She just spelled word 
“CAKE” because she felt 
she had to do that, so she 
would get something to eat. 
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18 
 
Prag/18/MWM 02 
Helen Keller threw away 
Percy‟s hand, because Annie 
Sullivan just taught him to 
spell word. It indicated that 
she felt jealous and she also 
wanted to be taught to spell 
the word. 
19 
 
Prag/19/MWM 02 
Helen Keller clapped her 
hand, it indicated that she 
wanted Annie Sullivan 
taught her to spell what she 
should spell. 
20 
 
Voc/20/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“MILK”. She spelled word 
“MILK” using 
fingerspelling to get milk. 
However she could not 
comprehend that word, she 
just spelled word “MILK” 
because she felt she had to 
do that, so she would get 
something to drink. 
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21 
 
Voc/21/MWM 02 
Helen Keller got word 
“FLOWER” from her 
teacher using fingerspelling. 
However she could not 
comprehend that word, she 
just was silent to give 
attention and tried to 
understand her teacher. 
22 
 
Voc/22/MWM 02 
Helen Keller got word 
“FLOWER” from her 
teacher using fingerspelling. 
However she could not 
comprehend that word, she 
just was silent to give 
attention and tried to 
understand her teacher. 
23 
 
Voc/23/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“APPLE”. She spelled word 
“APPLE” on thing 
“WATER”. She did not 
understand that thing in 
front her named “WATER”, 
she just remembered 
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spelling word “APPLE”, so 
she spelled “APPLE” using 
fingerspelling. 
24 
 
Voc/24/MWM 02 
Helen Keller got word 
“BIRD” from her teacher 
using fingerspelling. 
However she could not 
comprehend that word, she 
just was silent to give 
attention and tried to 
understand her teacher. 
25 
 
Voc/25/MWM 02 
Helen Keller got word 
“HORSE” from her teacher 
using fingerspelling. 
However she could not 
comprehend that word, she 
just was silent to give 
attention and tried to 
understand her teacher. 
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26 
 
Voc/28/MWM 02 
Helen Keller got word 
“DOG” from her teacher 
using fingerspelling. 
However she could not 
comprehend that word, she 
just was silent to give 
attention and tried to 
understand her teacher. 
27 
 
Voc/27/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“WATER”. She spelled 
word “WATER” on thing 
“DOG”. She did not 
understand that animal in 
front her named “DOG”, she 
just remembered spelling 
word “WATER”, so she 
spelled “WATER” using 
fingerspelling. 
28 
 
Helen Keller called Annie 
Sullivan by signing her. She 
rose her hand then she 
waved it to indicate that she 
called Annie Sullivan. 
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Prag/28/MWM 02 
29 
 
Voc/29/MWM 02 
Helen Keller got word 
“WOLL” from her teacher 
using fingerspelling. 
However she could not 
comprehend that word, she 
just was silent to give 
attention and tried to 
understand her teacher. 
30 
 
Voc/30/MWM 02 
Helen Keller got word 
“CHAIR” from her teacher 
using fingerspelling. 
However she could not 
comprehend that word, she 
just was silent to give 
attention and tried to 
understand her teacher. 
31 
 
Voc/31/MWM 02 
Helen Keller got word 
“NAPKIN” from her teacher 
using fingerspelling. 
However she could not 
comprehend that word, she 
just was silent to give 
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attention and tried to 
understand her teacher. 
32 
 
Voc/32/MWM 02 
Helen Keller got word 
“DRESS” from her teacher 
using fingerspelling. 
However she could not 
comprehend that word, she 
just was silent to give 
attention and tried to 
understand her teacher. 
33 
 
Voc/33/MWM 02 
Helen Keller got word 
“FACE” from her teacher 
using fingerspelling. 
However she could not 
comprehend that word, she 
just was silent to give 
attention to her teacher. 
34 
 
Helen Keller got word 
“TEARS” from her teacher 
using fingerspelling. 
However she could not 
comprehend that word, she 
just was silent to give 
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Voc/34/MWM 02 attention and tried to 
understand her teacher. 
35 
 
Prag/35/MWM 02 
Helen Keller gave key to her 
mother then she made crude 
sign by touching and 
clapping her mother‟s 
pocket. It indicated that she 
wanted to her mother hid 
key. 
36 
 
Prag/36/MWM 02 
Helen Keller made crude 
sign by throwing napkin, it 
indicated that she did not 
want to wear napkin.  
37 
 
Ph/37/MWM 02 
Helen Keller produced 
sound “wah-wah” when she 
touched water. She tried to 
utter “WATER” by uttering 
“WAH-WAH”. 
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38 
 
Voc/38/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“POMP”. She spelled word 
“POMP” using 
fingerspelling. She acquired 
her word by observing and 
imitating what Annie 
Sullivan guided. 
39 
 
Voc/39/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“WATER”. She spelled 
word “WATER” using 
fingerspelling. She acquired 
her word by observing and 
imitating what Annie 
Sullivan guided. 
40 
 
Voc/40/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“GROUND”. She spelled 
word “GROUND” using 
fingerspelling. She acquired 
her word by observing and 
imitating what Annie 
Sullivan guided. 
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41 
 
Voc/41/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“BUSHES”. She spelled 
word “BUSHES” using 
fingerspelling. She acquired 
her word by observing and 
imitating what Annie 
Sullivan guided. 
42 
  
Voc/42/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“FLOWER”. She spelled 
word “FLOWER” using 
fingerspelling. She acquired 
her word by observing and 
imitating what Annie 
Sullivan guided. 
43 
 
Voc/43/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“MOTHER”. She spelled 
word “MOTHER” using 
fingerspelling. She acquired 
her word by observing and 
imitating what Annie 
Sullivan guided. 
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45 
 
Voc/45/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“PAPA”. She spelled word 
“PAPA” using 
fingerspelling. She acquired 
her word by observing and 
imitating what Annie 
Sullivan guided. 
46 
 
Prag/46/MWM 02 
Helen Keller touched her 
teacher, it indicated that she 
wanted to know her name. 
47 
 
Voc/47/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“TEACHER”. She spelled 
word “TEACHER” using 
fingerspelling. She acquired 
her word by observing and 
imitating what Annie 
Sullivan guided. 
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48 
 
Prag/48/MWM 02 
Helen Keller made crude 
sign by touching her 
mother‟s pocket and signing 
asking something. It 
indicated that she wanted the 
key which had been given to 
her mother. 
49 
 
Prag/49/MWM 02 
Helen Keller acquired word 
“KEY” from her mother by 
fingerspelling. But, she did 
not spelled word “KEY” 
using fingerspelling.  
She spelled word 
“TEACHER” using 
fingerspelling, it indicated 
that, the key is for her 
teacher, Annie Sullivan. 
 
 
